
CONSULAR REPORTS OF 

BIRTH ABROAD 

(CRBA) 

American Citizen Services ●  U.S. Embassy Buenos Aires     



 

 

 

A CRBA is the official record of claim 

to U.S. citizenship for a child born 

abroad. 

WHAT IS A CONSULAR REPORT OF BIRTH ABROAD 

(CRBA)?  



Apply for both the American passport and 

social security card for your child at the CRBA 

appointment.* 
 

 *If your child is age 12 or over, you cannot apply for the    

   social security card through this procedure. 

 

Bring all required documents for all 

applications to the CRBA appointment.  
 

  

PASSPORT APPLICATION? 

 SOCIAL SECURITY CARD APPLICATION? 



The child 

 

Both natural parents* 
 

*if one parent is deceased, the official death 

certificate should be provided 

 

WHO NEEDS TO COME TO THE 

APPOINTMENT? 



CRBA Application 
 Application for Consular Report of Birth (DS-2029) 
 

Passport Application 
 Application for a U.S. Passport (DS-11)  

 5cm x 5cm passport photo with white background 
 

Social Security Card Application (under age 12 only)  

 Application for a Social Security Card (SS-5) 
 

Form Guidelines 

Bring COMPLETED form to appointment 

Print legibly 

Do not sign 

 
 

 

WHAT OFFICIAL FORMS DO I NEED TO 

PREPARE? 

https://eforms.state.gov/editdocument.aspx?documentid=218&from=2&categoryid=1&form_format=3&Width=1270
https://eforms.state.gov/editdocument.aspx?documentid=218&from=2&categoryid=1&form_format=3&Width=1270
https://eforms.state.gov/editdocument.aspx?documentid=218&from=2&categoryid=1&form_format=3&Width=1270
https://eforms.state.gov/editdocument.aspx?documentid=218&from=2&categoryid=1&form_format=3&Width=1270
https://eforms.state.gov/forms/docs/ds-0011.pdf
https://eforms.state.gov/forms/docs/ds-0011.pdf
https://eforms.state.gov/forms/docs/ds-0011.pdf
http://www.ssa.gov/forms/
http://www.ssa.gov/forms/
http://www.ssa.gov/forms/


All additional items, certificates and other 

information must be provided in their original 

form. 

  No copies will be accepted 
 

The following slides list the items that are 

required for successful submission of the CRBA.  

WHAT ADDITIONAL ITEMS/INFORMATION 

SHOULD I BRING? 

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/156216.pdf


REQUIRED: The child’s birth certificate 



REQUIRED: Proof of citizenship of the U.S. citizen 

parent(s) 

Current U.S. passport is the most frequently used form of proof; 

U.S. birth or naturalization certificates are also acceptable. 



REQUIRED: Parents’ marriage certificate  

(if applicable) 



REQUIRED: Evidence of the termination of any 

previous marriages of the parent(s) (if applicable) 

 

Includes divorce decree, annulment decree, or death certificate 



REQUIRED: Evidence of the U.S. citizen parent(s)’ physical 

presence in the United States prior to the birth of the child 

 

 Physical presence is time spent physically in the U.S. 

 

 Physical presence proven must be prior to the birth 

of the child 

 

 This is the most complicated yet most important 

aspect of transmitting citizenship, and the following 

slides provide useful tips: 



Continuous Physical Presence 

(No foreign travel) 
Interruption!    Interruption! 

Continuous Physical Presence 

(No foreign travel) 

An Example “Timeline” of Physical Presence in the U.S. 

• The sum of all periods of continuous physical presence is the total 

physical presence 

 

• Physical presence does not include time on short-term foreign travel 

(the trip to Mexico) or long-term foreign travel (the move to Argentina) 



Depends on the citizenship and marital 

status of the parents 

 

Click here for guidance on required physical 

presence. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

HOW MUCH PHYSICAL PRESENCE IN THE U.S. DO I 

NEED TO PROVE?  

http://travel.state.gov/content/travel/english/legal-considerations/us-citizenship-laws-policies/citizenship-child-born-abroad.html


Original, official documents which cover the 

entire duration of the claimed period 

 
 

When in doubt, bring it!  The more evidence, the 

more likely your case will be decided quickly.  

HOW DO I PROVE PHYSICAL PRESENCE IN 

THE U.S.? 



Proof of Physical Presence:  

Old/Current Passports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passport stamps can be used to prove physical presence, and are 

frequently the most clear and convincing proof of physical presence. 
 



Using Passport Stamps to Prove Physical Presence 

Step 1: Find earliest stamp of entry into the U.S. Record 

this date as the beginning of your first period of time in 

the U.S. 

Step 2: Find the next chronological stamp with date of 

ENTRY to a foreign country. There should be no other 

foreign stamps between the U.S. entry and this foreign 

entry. The U.S. regards most international flights as 

overnight, so record the day before this date as the end 

of your first period of time in the U.S. 

Step 3: Find the next chronological stamp of re-entry into 

the U.S. Record this date as the beginning of your next 

period of time in the U.S. 

Step 4: Find the next chronological stamp with date of 

ENTRY to a foreign country. There should be no other 

foreign stamps between the U.S. re-entry and this 

foreign entry. The U.S. regards most international flights 

as overnight, so record the day before this date as the 

end of your next period of time in the U.S. 

Step 5: Be sure to account for ALL trips outside the 

U.S. based on your passport stamps. 



Stamp showing earliest entry to U.S.  

1/24/07  

Stamp showing next period of travel outside U.S. 

(with no other foreign stamps between last entry to 

U.S. and this entry to foreign country) 

(using day before stamp) 11/26/08 

Stamp showing re-entry to U.S. 

12/14/08 

Stamp showing next period of travel outside U.S. 

(with no other foreign stamps between last re-entry 

to U.S. and this entry to foreign country) 

(using day before stamp) 10/10/12 

Stamps correctly accounted for on CRBA form : 

Example: Physical Presence Correctly Proven with Passport Stamps 

These passport stamps prove and account for 5 years and 6 months of 

physical presence in the U.S. 



 The Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) is a law that gives 
you the right to access 
information from the federal 
government. 

 

 Through FOIA, you can request 
your U.S. border entry/exit 
records from U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection.  

 

 These records can serve as 
your proof of physical 
presence. 

PROOF OF PHYSICAL PRESENCE:  

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST 



Make an online FOIA request at the U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection FOIA request page 

--- 

 Make sure to read the FOIA FAQ for questions regarding 

the process– submitting a request, potential fees, how to 

check your request status, etc.  
 

 We recommend making an account when prompted on 

the FOIA request page - this allows you to check the 

status of any FOIA requests you have made.  
 

 Plan in advance: CBP receives a high volume of FOIA 

requests, and responses may take some time.  

HOW to Make a FOIA Request 

http://www.cbp.gov/site-policy-notices/foia
http://www.cbp.gov/site-policy-notices/foia
http://www.cbp.gov/site-policy-notices/foia
http://www.cbp.gov/site-policy-notices/foia
http://www.cbp.gov/site-policy-notices/foia/faq-foia


For Agency selection, pick U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection 

For “Type of Records”, request 

“Entry/Exit” 

Make sure the 

description 

explains the 

records you’re 

requesting  

Make sure you fill out the form with as much pertinent, specific information as you 

can in order to facilitate the FOIA request process.  

Filling Out the FOIA Request Form For Entry/Exit Records 



Other Proof of Physical Presence:  

Official School Transcripts 

While transcripts showing 

classes taken in the U.S. may 

count as proof,  school diplomas 

showing only a degree earned 

do not. 

 

Study abroad in a U.S. program 

but outside of the U.S. does not 

count as physical presence in 

the U.S. 



Other Proof of Physical Presence: 

Military Records 

Time spent overseas for U.S. 

military service can count as 

physical presence, but you 

must provide official records 

as proof. 



Other Proof of Physical Presence: 

Medical Records 

Medical records can provide additional proof of physical 

presence, but only for exact dates of treatment. 



CRBA: 100 USD 

 

Passport: 105 USD 

 

The fee can be paid in cash (dollars/pesos) or 

by an international credit card (charged in 

USD) the day of your appointment. 

IS THERE A FEE FOR THIS PROCESS? 

 HOW DO I PAY? 



Documents are printed in the U.S. and delivered 

via DHL. 
 

Applicants must visit the DHL branch at Cabildo 

1209 to arrange payment. 
 

Please visit DHL before the appointment and 

provide the DHL airway bill at your appointment.  
 

Visiting DHL after your appointment may result in 

delays. 

HOW DO I ARRANGE DELIVERY? 


